I was born as an Italian who then went on to live in the UK and Norway in later years of my life. Because of this I grew up to be a very multicultural person. When I’m in Italy, I will try and introduce some British culture and vice versa. Upon reaching the age of 9 I wanted to start a martial art and so I chose karate.  As I continued with the art I became quite interested in furthering my knowledge of Japanese culture. I also heard stories of my sensei going on courses in Japan and I wanted to learn more about it. I love Japan’s history, from their styles of art to their philosophy, and how the country developed over the years. What I found especially fascinating was the incredible similarities between feudal Japanese culture and western culture as well as the vast differences at the same time. Indeed the hierarchy was practically identical to western society as well as a code of honour existing among both the western knights and the Japanese samurai. At the same time as this, the culture itself was incredibly different, with architecture (especially military) being vastly different and also the fact that the two cultures had very different philosophies and religions. As I became older and started looking at the news I read about the various disasters that have fallen upon Japan, such as the nuclear impacts during the war on Hiroshima and Nagasaki or the tsunamis and earthquakes striking the country. From all of these the nation reacted and recovered in a fascinating way, with all citizens doing their part and very efficiently working without complaint to bring the country back into full recovery with incredible speed. This definitely sparked my interest into modern Japan, about how a whole nation could grow up to be so disciplined and at peace. I then decided that with my interest being so large, I should probably learn the language too, which would make it easy to get around in the country and to live there (which I very much wanted to do at that point!). And so that is when I decided to look for a Japanese language school in Japan. I wanted to immerse myself not just in the language, but in the culture too! Upon looking around, I stumbled upon Genki JACS and booked to study with them for 5 weeks last summer with the language and culture course and stayed with a host family. If I liked Japan before going there then once I left I was completely in love with it. Everything I thought about it was true and I was not disappointed by anything. I came back to the UK telling my friends and family of the wonderful culture and language, and even taught my family how to make sushi. From then on I have been looking for another opportunity to go back to Japan as soon as possible, and to study at Genki JACS who have an incredible system of teaching the language, and were incredibly kind. They also introduced me to calligraphy, which I instantly loved and wanted to practice more. From a young age, I was always fascinated with the completely different “alphabet” system far eastern cultures used, and finally being able to learn Japanese and being able to understand these was a dream come true! On seeing this offer I instantly saw it as a great opportunity to further my knowledge on Japan. Being able to go back to studying at Genki JACS and living with my host family again is a great wish for me. By continuing my study of the Japanese language and culture, and on completion of my university degree in the UK, I then wish to take a gap year in Japan to teach English.
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