I have been interested in Japanese culture for most of my life. My
interest first sparked when I saw Sailor Moon on television in Moscow when
I was around 5 years old. It was shown raw in Japanese with Russian
subtitles, which in a way introduced me to the Japanese language itself. I
remember it making quite a strong impression on me.

 Later on when I moved to San Francisco, where I became
intensely acquainted with Japanese culture. There I went to Japan Town, and
was introduced to Japanese culinary, fashion, even Japanese convenience
stores(konbini). That was the first time I tried mochi, daifuki, taiyaki,
and other Japanese sweets; from then on these foods became special for me.
I also remember going to a Japanese bookstore there and hearing the song

I completely fell in love with the Japanese language.


 A few years later I once again moved back to Moscow. This is when I
started studying Japanese by myself. Every single day I continuesly wrote
kanji in my copybooks; afterwards I started writing entries in Japanese on
a site called "Lang-8". There native Japanese corrected me. I started
practicing speaking with others in Japanese and training my comprehension
skills on Skype.

 Later on I found Japan Center here in Moscow. There I became acquainted
with Japanese culture in a different way. I attended lectures which were
conducted by native Japanese; they talked about Japanese literature, for


even about the religion Shinto; there were many kinds of lectures. All of
this introduced me to many different aspects of Japanese culture which were
unknown to me previously, and in result my love for Japan deepened.

 There was also one very memorable lecture for me. A Russian woman who
traveled all over Japan showed us a presentation about her travels. In it
she showed us all the photos she took, which conveyed how Japan is a
country where traditional and modern culture somehow coexist in unity. She
showed photos of streets in Kyoto which seemed to have frozen in time
during the Edo period, and then for contrast she put photos of the busy and
populous streets in Kyoto. Besides that there were photos showing that
people still wear traditional Japanese clothing, such as the kimono.


  I have also done origami at Japan Center. I participated in the origami
classes every weekend. The teacher there taught me how to make an origami
rose. To thank her, I later on make a bouquet of origami roses with my
friend. This bouquet still stands at one of the windows of the library.

  Besides the Japan Center, I searched for other events or lectures here in
Moscow which had anything to do with Japan. So far I have found and
attended a tea ceremony, an exhibition of the culture of samurais, annual
Japanese festivals, a Japanese conversational club, and other things. I
have even come to found out that sakura blooms here in Moscow. On
discovering this, I went with my friend to the Japanese-styled park where
we could see it at once.

 I also recall there being sakura in San Francisco. They could be seen in
the Japanese garden. Besides sakura, there were other beautiful things,
such as the buildings, flowers, etc. In general, the arrangement of
everything there was beautiful. It made me feel how important beauty is for
the Japanese, and I truly felt a connection with this sentiment.


 In essence, I feel that Japan is a unique culture; perhaps this is what
attracts me the most to it. Its uniqueness fascinates me, and always wants
me coming back for more. Furthermore, I hope to one day live or work in
Japan. To achieve this goal I will first do everything I can to become
fluent in Japanese.
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