*Why am I interested in Japanese culture and studying Japanese*

It is because Japan is awesome! The rich culture, the cool blend of new and
old, I love every bit of it. The festivals especially are in a class of its
own. Different parts of Japan have their own festivals and they are all
just as lively as the others. I've personally somewhat participated in a
local festival in Kurume and it was an eye-opening experience for me.
Before this festival, I have only seen something similar a few times in
shows but to be part of it, it was wow!

I have always been into old things and Japan has some of the most awesome
stuff on display in museums, shops and et cetera. Things like authentic
samurai amour, old fashioned toys are my kind of thing. I love old Japanese
music too, especially enka and oldies Jpop. Old things have a certain charm
to them that newer things just does not seem to have. It is great that
Japan still preserves these treasures and I hope they will continue to
preserve them, even though technology is catching up and these are slowly
becoming lost and forgotten.

Although I am interested Japanese culture, I am not very keen in religious
things such as Buddhist and Shinto practices. But I do like viewing the
temples as I think it is absolutely amazing that people in the past are
able to build such grand structures without any sort of machinery.

Truth be told, I am most interested in the Japanese pop culture. I have
been a fan of anime and Japanese games for years and I do not think my
interest will fade anytime soon. It started with Tezuka Osamu's “Blackjack
the Movie”, which got me interested. Sometime later, I discovered a
Japanese game among the pile of Sega Saturn games that we owned. I played
it and was hooked. It was thanks to “Sakura Taisen” that I found
something
that I love. So much so that some people label me as an “otaku”,
although I
beg to differ.

Anime and games have their own niche market, which I am absolutely thankful
for. Because there is a need for more, they have been producing plenty of
quality anime and games every year. Even though many people think these are
just items that rots the brain, I beg to differ, at least not for many of
those that I watched and played. There are series that can potentially help
one understand history better, such as “Versailles no Bara”. Although the
main heroine is a fictional character, the story of the events that leads
to the French Revolution is pretty accurate, maybe even totally accurate if
you were to remove the fictional characters. And also series such as
“Hikaru no Go” and “Chihayafuru” are great ways to
reintroduce traditional
games to the younger generations, which I think are a lot healthier for
them than being semi-attached to the latest gadget. Electronic games such
as “Taiko no Tatsujin” are good tool for getting children interested in
traditional taiko drumming and I think it is not a bad tool for teaching
rhythm to kids too. With all these reasons, it is not accurate to say all
anime, movies and games rot the brain. (And I digress.)

The first reason for me wanting to learn Japanese is because I wish to work
and live in Japan, even for awhile. If I ever have the chance to do so,
knowing the language will make my life a lot simpler and convenient. The
least one should know if they are to stay in a foreign land is to at least
know their first language.

The second reason for wanting to do so is because I want to understand my
anime without reading English subtitles and to understand dialogue writting
purely in Japanese.

The third and probably most important reason is because of a childhood
dream. It can only be fulfilled in Japan and thus my motivation for wanting
to learn Japanese. Even if it never comes true, learning a new language is
always useful and it too can serve as a sweet reminder of my attempt, the
people I met and all the sweet memories of my past.
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