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My interest for all things Japanese came in an unusual way.  It started with a simple introduction to an anime, which lead to my curiosity about food, which lead to the language, which opened the door to even more about the culture.  Why do you want to learn that stuff? Why do you care?  These are questions I get asked a lot regarding my interest in Japanese language and Japan.  Others around me see no use in learning anything other than English, or being anything other than “American”, whatever that means.  They are not usually interested in my answer either. So I ask them, “Why not?”
Although this journey started watching anime, I came to love Japan through food.  I am amazed at how simple things can come together to make something so awesome.  Learning how to use ingredients like miso, narutomaki, wakame, panko, onigiri, nori, and dashi, I became closer to a culture that resides halfway around the world.  I would love to experience food from every street vendor in Japan.  To just sit and eat and take in everything around me-the language, the people, the sights and smells-would be amazing.   To be able to go to a market and see unfamiliar ingredients, ask questions, and learn about them would be priceless.  To be able to ask questions and understand the answers with ease would be a dream come true.
The same goes for religion and ceremonies.  I want to be able to understand the concepts and appreciate the rituals as they are.  I want to enjoy plays, dances, and music.  I want to sit down with a book and fully understand those squiggly lines that perplexed me for so long.  My fascination with Japan is not limited to just one thing.  It is everything.  And the key to everything is learning the language.
I have found that a language is not just language.  It holds with it all the secrets of the past, all the dreams of the future, and all the hopes of the present.  It is the foundation of a culture and changes with that culture.  My eagerness to learn the Japanese language is also my eagerness to learn about the culture.  I do not want to experience everything through translation- so much is lost in it.  I want to experience everything in its entirety. In learning the Japanese language, I will be able to do just that.  I want to be able to communicate and to share.  I want to see and understand a world that others around me only dream about. And then I want to bring that world and understanding home and share it, plant the seed of curiosity in others, and dare them to dream, but then act on those dreams.  This feat is not crazy, as so many have told me.  It is in my grasp and ability.  It is an opportunity to show others that there is more to the world than just their views and beliefs.  I want to open eyes and hearts with this opportunity, and in doing so, open myself up to learn even more.
Fascinations are put in the heart to drive us.  They are put there to spark curiosity and lead us to new thoughts and ideas.  They are put there to connect us.  We just have to be strong enough to follow them and be brave enough to have an open heart and mind.  In doing so, we can inspire others to do the same.  Differences are feared because they are not understood.  I want to bring understanding to those who will listen.  My fascination seems like the best place to start. 

