History of Japan in my Life
Good day! My name is Erma Dianne Decena, 22 years old from Rizal, Philippines. I graduated from University of the Philippines, College of Fine Arts major in Visual Communication. Japanese art and culture has a big influence on what I am now. I am very much inspired of the Japanese style of art from traditional to modern. I found their culture very colorful and interesting. Japan is a country that I wouldn’t mind if I get lost. This essay would serve as a timeline on how my fascination in Japan grew and from where it is started as far as I remember. 
Origami
When I was around Preparatory or first grade, I saw few of my classmates lining up on my Math teacher who was making an origami. He was making each one a flapping bird. I was amazed so I lined up also in order to have one. I was on the last and unfortunately my mother arrived to pick me up. She then promised to make an origami when we arrived home. She lent me the book entitled “The Joy of Origami”, but no one of us accomplished the flapping bird! I only learned it how to fold with one of my cousins. Even now, I’m still keeping the book. That would be my first Japanese book (in English) that I owned. Well it was owned by my mother originally but I proclaimed it mine (laughs). I still have the love for origami as a hobby and I recently buy another origami book. I even did origami website for our web design class because our topic was ‘hobby/interest’. I really want to have those origami papers with patterns.
Anime
I could say that watching anime was my first step of knowing Japan. I remember when I was in second grade, my day would not be complete if I missed the anime series ‘Akazukin Cha-Cha’ on our local channel. And if you’re gonna ask me what’s my favorite anime, that would be my answer. I’m fond of watching Japanese cartoons ever since. This was also the reason why I always went straight to our house after class. I always watched anime first before doing an assignment and I did both watching and reviewing for an exam simultaneously. Don’t worry I passed all my subjects (laughs). I wonder how many anime titles I watched already.
Manga
High school was when I started reading manga. First thought of seeing it, “I’m not gonna buy it because it’s expensive”. Then one day, my cousin lent me the first manga she bought. The next day we went to the bookstore, I got one and let my mother pay it for me (laughs). My mother also said that it was quit expensive. From then on, I saved my allowance (I even skipped lunch) in order to buy manga. Now my room has hundreds of collection of it. Reading manga really inspires me to become a comic artist. I gain a lot of knowledge about culture and tradition as well as the modern society of Japan today by just reading manga.
JDorama and JPop
Added to that is also my hobby of watching Japanese drama. I found Japanese drama and movies very unique in terms of concept. Most anime and drama came from manga and you know almost manga stories are fiction. I am amazed how these kinds of stories can adapt in a drama without so much awkwardness. By the way, dramas also led me to be interested to something I couldn’t imagine I’ll be interested in like kyudo and katana.
Anime and drama also led me to Japanese pop music and idols. I found their music very catchy and elegant (especially the anime soundtracks). I also watch some video of symphony orchestra. I play some pieces of jpop and anime soundtracks in my piano. 
Growing Interest in Tradition and Pop Culture
College was when I got into cosplay and conventions. I joined either in cosplay, anime drawing or jpop singing competitions. I always participate in every activity during Philippines-Japan friendship month. This was also the time I got interested in haiku, zen garden and paintings (like ukiyo-e) I learned from my different subjects. I got interested in different costumes and Lolita dresses I saw on magazines and conventions.
On 2009, I became one of the Japanese Student Ambassador under the JENESYS Programme. I was so happy and that would be the best opportunity in my life. We went to Japan for 10 days and learned a lot from the country. We gained new friends and family. After the 10-day program, I was inspired from what I learned in the lectures and workshops especially the calligraphy. One thing I really regret from that trip was I got sick one day and I missed the whole program scheduled on that day! Even now I still have this emptiness and sadness because I really missed a lot. I missed the chance to visit in a university and explore the Tsukuba Mountain and commercial facility, and the worst, I hadn’t experience the Tea Ceremony and Flower Arrangement. That’s why I’m finding a chance to fill in the parts that were missing. I really feel sorry for myself. That’s how I love Japan. I’m happy to know that there’s such short-term school in Japan that offers Japanese language and culture courses. Now my problem is money. 
Later on, after I graduated, I got interested in bonsai and traditional architecture. I always read books about arts, culture and language everytime I visit the Japan Embassy library. I’m hoping someday I can watch Kabuki and Noh theatre. I love to experience colorful festivals too.
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Maybe the above mentions are the reasons why I’m also interested in learning the Japanese language. When I was in elementary, I used to follow the lyrics below the opening song of Dragon Ball, trying to recognize some characters’ pronunciation.  I remember one time I told to myself that learning any foreign language is not that interesting after hearing someone that she loves learning new language. Now I know the feeling of excitement of learning new language. I did buy Basic Japanese and Japanese dictionary to learn at home. One of my dreams also when I stepped into college was to study in Japan or any Japanese institution here in our country that offers language courses. With knowledge of the Japanese language, I can watch anime and dramas without the subtitle, I can watch local shows in Japan, I can read Japanese books and I can converse with my Japanese family and friends. I hope someday I can achieve those dreams.
I know that there is still so much thing to learn and discover about Japan. I’m eager to embrace every aspect of their culture and learn it from heart. I miss all the people I met when I was there and I’m also excited to meet more friends in the future. Japan is my second home and I’m hoping to step again to Land of the Rising Sun and say “Tadaima!”

