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his handout is to illustrate the different forms used in actual conversation to ask

and state whether it is permissable or advisable to perform an action. There are
four levels to this kind of statement: permission, requests, advice and orders, and of
course, there are negative forms for these statements as well.

4( Part 1: Permission )

Asking Statement Casual Statement

’(*CE‘Gg)ht to ~TEOVTTD ~TEVVTT ~THEOV/~TOL
1(\Clgt62)1lr1ght to unnatural ~TFWVITEEA ~TFWVIF7En
CUERLIONOL | g TROLTT Y | ~BTEOLTY | ~BCTBOW/ BT
I(\flﬁtz) unnatural ~ESTRVITEEA ~7ESTROVIT R0
s 4 unnatural ~BEIEOTERA | ~EFUEO R

* In very casual situations, this form can be shortened to ~7% < & W F 72\ or simply ~7 < B %

o Similarly, this form has an even shorter contraction for very casual situations ~7% & %

ok The statement is still understandable by dropping “\ 375" and simply saying “~7x\ &”

T While the ~I& form is explained in ch. 22, this grammar structure is not in the Genki textbooks

The forms ending in negative verbs, such as “not alright to,” and “must do something”
(which is actually a double negative that literally means “it is not alright to not do”) are
very unnatural to use in question form. Simply stick to “is it alright to,” or “is it alright to
not” when asking questions. Furthermore, most of these forms are not repeated in an-
swers, so usually, an affirmative or negative response is all that is necessary.

4( Examples )

1. QXEZAFTEVWNTI M,
AlFV or WWTT K, or WK, all signal permission

2. QHZTATEDNTI D,
ABHZATEIVITEEA,

3. Q=T 4 —=IITHhELSTEWVWVTTh,
ATV, FHhELSTEVNTT X, )

4. Q COAZHEZITELWVTI A,
ASh, WOTT &R, / 99A, iEZETRVITHEA,

5. £5—KTT &, Z7I7AKATHEIBERWITRN,
6. BRAIKALZITNEWITXE A,

4( Asking for and Giving Permission, Advice, and Orders )—




*SGEDTI b -

e 0

\_ Part 2: Requests )

There are different ways to phrase a request to perform an action or to avoid doing
something, including different conjugations depending on the level of politeness, and
using the negative form to request an action. The table below includes the most com-
mon and some less frequently used requests.

Please do Please do not do Could you do (for me)

Casual - N . ~EN?

(ch 6&8) < EIA ~ERAD

Standard PN PN XA ~TNEEAD

(ch 6&8) TLIE&EY FNTLTIZEY TEDZE

Super Polite . v o v | ~TCWEREFEEAD

(ch 16) noun or verb stem+<{72&E W | ~TEE (AL EVER O REFENT LES
* When used by an authority figure, it is more like a command than a request
o More of an invitation than a request, as in “why don't you sit down?”
ok Although it uses the positive form, &9 % is to refrain from doing something

4( Examples )

1. \{&=I->T,

2. SHEBNS. F7ZHAHZRNT,

3. ROHTLIEE,

4, FEEIHRNTLREE W,

5. B2 DO EZFF>TVTINEEAN,

6. PLBRHEIZI N,

7. BIREDICE-ST25, BEULEE L,

8. THEIITIHEELIZTVE Y,

9. HEZHZTWIRITEEAN,

10. /KB ANCHAR R 2 Z 1 S/ TH 22BN T L & 9D,

% &% to take T L 72 homework
2\ HOWV hot HA% BLAS to teach
M5 L% to close TKIEH TNKHT wednesday
bz Lk5L&d a few moments JHAREABR EEOLITA final test
bR EERA) to decide (intransitive) 1 LE salt
LI L& to call 233 % to undergo/
it E3eran photography take a test
S ARD X refrain
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Part 3: Advice

~

J

When giving advice in Japanese, it is important to phrase your advice based on how
strong a suggestion you are trying to make. This is affected by who you are speaking to,
as it is usually impolite to use strong suggestions to people who are older or rank higher
than yourself. It is also important to include some sort of logic when rationalizing why
one if giving advice. All examples below are conjugated forms of 9" %.

Weak Suggestion

Strong Suggestion

Positive Negative
LTLNBEVNATT A no negative form (ch 16)
THREOWERDS (ch 22) LEF VeSS
L7eHESTY D (ch 14) LEho1e6ES T
L7zHW0W0* (ch 17) Lz

L7zIES DD (ch 12)

LIRWDIES D0+

* This form is a very modest expression that humbly implies that it would be beneficial for oneself if the
other party performed the action described
o This suggestion can be softened by adding &85 (I think) to the end of it
T These forms are more like recommendations than suggestions, as in “wouldn’t it be nice if...”
4( Examples )

1. (talking to Takeshi) 721} UE AWK T NB EWVWATIT D,

2. WAYEVES, RAERVLERVE T,

3. HHLTVADT, HTITARTNEVWLE-RNET,

4. —ANELLERLWVTTR, Xy Fzfil>7256E85 TIh,

5. (talking to Mike) ¥ Z13E#IZd 2 DM LFRD T, #EizL7z50VWNTT,

6. PHAHREZAITEWVWIELANS, RABREI DN TT X,

7. Za—I=U TREEIC—ATHNMT TENZVIE S DT,

8. SEHTHZNE., BEHEZMEZNIES HONTY L

3] & tooth B3 Q%
L Wz hurts % &%
B9 AESD to cure B BEL
—N&EHL voEHHL living alone 3 ThF3
LW THLY lonely #H< H5<
fii] 5 mo to care for a pet % TAR
i HE morning 5% mAis
x3 BE3 to wake up Bl BE

to sleep

night
slow/late

to go out

to walk
tonight

to return home

alcohol
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( Part 4: Orders )

Orders are strongest form explained in this handout, and conversely, the least common-
ly used (unless it’s to a disobediant child). Before a student begins to use these forms

of commands, it is a good idea to go over the proper usage of these forms with a native
speaker, to eliminate the possibility of misunderstandings.

Do it! Don’t Do it!
Casual (9 verbs)* replace final 9 with 2 Short form + 7x!
Casual (% verbs)* replace final % with A Short form + 7!
Standard ~72EV (ch 22)
* These forms are extremely casual to the point of being rude; do not use them if you are

unsure of whether it is proper to do so. They are also not covered in Genki textbooks.

These commands are usually given by an authority figure, such as a law-en-
forcement figure, boss, parent, or teacher. It is also possible to hear this form used
between good friends, either jokingly or in a serious context, Misuse of these forms,
however, can be considered very rude. ~7& &\ is the standard command form, com-
monly used by parents talking to children. Ask your instructor or one of the tutors for
elaboration on these points, and for practice in using them.

Examples )

1. k¥n (commonly found on stop signs in Japan)
2. #H<m!
3. BRA |
4. DRLS B57%%K,
5. #EZIRRLZEE W, (the kind of command a parent would give)
6. FLETZITL, (another parental command)
h%% LE3 to stop
< 5 to move
Didd % LAWY % to worry
il AR room
17 Z50C clean




